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Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
The Florida Aquarium, Inc.

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion

We have audited the consolidated financial statements of The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate
(collectively, the Aquarium), which comprise the consolidated statements of financial position as of
September 30, 2023 and 2022, the related consolidated statements of activities, functional expenses and
cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes to the consolidated financial statements
(collectively, the financial statements).

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of the Aquarium as of September 30, 2023 and 2022, and the changes in their net assets and
their cash flows for the years then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in
the United States of America.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States (Government Auditing Standards). Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit
of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of the Aquarium and
to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to
our audits. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our audit opinion.

Emphasis of Matter

As discussed in Note 1 to the financial statements, effective October 1, 2022, the Aquarium adopted
Financial Accounting Standards Board Accounting Standards Codification Topic 842, Leases. Our opinion
is not modified with respect to this matter.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for the
design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are conditions or
events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the Aquarium’s ability to continue
as a going concern within one year after the date that the financial statements are issued or available to
be issued.

THE POWER OF BEING UNDERSTOOD
AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance
and, therefore, is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government
Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a
material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
Misstatements are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the
aggregate, they would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial
statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we:
o Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

o |dentify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to
fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Aquarium’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

o Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
financial statements.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that
raise substantial doubt about the Aquarium’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable
period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings and certain internal control-related
matters that we identified during the audit.

Supplementary Information

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements as a whole.
The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards, as required by Title 2 U.S. Code of
Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit
Requirements of Federal Awards, is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required
part of the financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived
from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial
statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the
financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such
information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial
statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the schedule of
expenditures of federal awards is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the financial
statements as a whole.



Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated January 31,
2024, on our consideration of the Aquarium’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of
its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant agreements and other
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the
effectiveness of the Aquarium’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is
an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering
the Aquarium’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

RSk LS LLP

Tampa, Florida
January 31, 2024



The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position
September 30, 2023 and 2022

2023 2022
Assets
Current assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 17,883,566 16,619,274
Investments 5,134,958 5,010,723
Accounts receivable, net 938,137 689,028
Grants receivable 538,557 1,147,622
Contributions receivable 1,376,683 220,000
Other current assets 269,496 158,038
Total current assets 26,141,397 23,844,685
Investments 1,323,068 1,107,421
Beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation 142,060 125,308
Contributions receivable, net 1,481,259 639,071
Right-of-use (ROU) lease assets—operating, net 313,458 -
Capital assets, net 26,500,523 20,271,196
Total assets $ 55,901,765 45,987,681
Liabilities and Net Assets
Current liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued expenses $ 3,355,086 2,650,899
Lease liabilities—operating, net 55,865 -
Deferred revenue 2,101,401 2,331,921
Total current liabilities 5,512,352 4,982,820
Lease liabilities—operating, net 256,018 -
Total liabilities 5,768,370 4,982,820
Commitments and contingencies (Note 7)
Net assets:
Without donor restrictions 45,629,557 38,679,445
With donor restrictions 4,503,838 2,325,416
Total net assets 50,133,395 41,004,861
Total liabilities and net assets $ 55901,765 $ 45,987,681

See notes to consolidated financial statements.



The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statement of Activities
Year Ended September 30, 2023

Without Donor With Donor
Restrictions Restrictions Total
Revenue and support:
Admissions $ 23,490,565 - 23,490,565
Membership revenue 2,815,760 - 2,815,760
Gift shop sales, net 1,437,000 - 1,437,000
Restaurant sales, net 1,257,051 - 1,257,051
Parking revenue, net 1,167,799 - 1,167,799
Community programs revenue 740,624 - 740,624
Contributions and grants 7,119,051 2,230,113 9,349,164
Contributed materials and services 26,755 - 26,755
Miscellaneous revenue 409,409 - 409,409
Net assets released from restrictions 284,090 (284,090) -
Total revenue and support 38,748,104 1,946,023 40,694,127
Operating expenses:
Program services:
Animal care, health and conservation 10,147,209 - 10,147,209
Education and learning 2,887,833 - 2,887,833
Life support and facilities 5,521,445 - 5,521,445
Guest services 6,261,080 - 6,261,080
Total program services 24,817,567 - 24,817,567
Support services:
Executive, finance and human resources 4,370,583 - 4,370,583
Development and membership 1,165,721 - 1,165,721
Marketing and sales 1,568,356 - 1,568,356
Total support services 7,104,660 - 7,104,660
Total operating expenses 31,922,227 - 31,922,227
Operating income before other income 6,825,877 1,946,023 8,771,900
Other income:
Change in value of beneficial interest in
assets held by Community Foundation - 16,752 16,752
Investment return, net 124,235 215,647 339,882
Total other income 124,235 232,399 356,634
Change in net assets 6,950,112 2,178,422 9,128,534
Net assets:
Beginning 38,679,445 2,325,416 41,004,861
Ending $ 45,629,557 4,503,838 50,133,395

See notes to consolidated financial statements.




The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statement of Activities
Year Ended September 30, 2022

Without Donor With Donor
Restrictions Restrictions Total
Revenue and support:
Admissions 20,889,770 - 20,889,770
Membership revenue 2,375,688 - 2,375,688
Gift shop sales, net 1,387,263 - 1,387,263
Restaurant sales, net 1,635,545 - 1,635,545
Parking revenue 969,889 - 969,889
Community programs revenue 533,171 - 533,171
Contributions and grants 4,539,696 1,061,425 5,601,121
Contributed materials and services 34,425 - 34,425
Miscellaneous revenue 170,218 - 170,218
Net assets released from restrictions 80,933 (80,933) -
Total revenue and support 32,616,598 980,492 33,597,090
Operating expenses:
Program services:
Animal care, health and conservation 8,418,338 - 8,418,338
Education and learning 2,200,807 - 2,200,807
Life support and facilities 4,725,813 - 4,725,813
Guest services 5,628,380 - 5,628,380
Total program services 20,973,338 - 20,973,338
Support services:
Executive, finance and human resources 3,610,226 - 3,610,226
Development and membership 1,098,242 - 1,098,242
Marketing and sales 1,694,697 - 1,694,697
Total support services 6,403,165 - 6,403,165
Total operating expenses 27,376,503 - 27,376,503
Operating income before other
income (expenses) 5,240,095 980,492 6,220,587
Other income (expenses):
Interest expense (8,913) - (8,913)
Gain on disposal of capital assets 7,700 - 7,700
Change in value of beneficial interest in
assets held by Community Foundation - (21,205) (21,205)
Investment return, net 10,702 (189,732) (179,030)
Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness 2,005,753 - 2,005,753
Contract termination fee (665,000) - (665,000)
Total other income (expenses) 1,350,242 (210,937) 1,139,305
Change in net assets 6,590,337 769,555 7,359,892
Net assets:
Beginning 32,089,108 1,555,861 33,644,969
Ending 38,679,445 2,325,416 41,004,861

See notes to consolidated financial statements.




The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statement of Functional Expenses

Year Ended September 30, 2023

Program Services Support Services
Executive,
Animal Care, Total Finance and Development Total
Health and Education Life Support Guest Program Human and Marketing Support
Conservation and Learning and Facilities Services Services Resources Membership and Sales Services Total
Operating expenses:
Salaries and benefits $ 6,685027 $ 2,283,011 $ 2100464 $ 3,066,613 $ 14,135115 $ 2,439,008 $ 808,254 $ 196,554 $ 3,443,816 $ 17,578,931
Advertising and promotions 25,300 1,500 - 139,541 166,341 48,160 69,232 1,196,141 1,313,533 1,479,874
Occupancy related 714,075 119,315 2,225,426 367,562 3,426,378 59,538 41,677 41,677 142,892 3,569,270
Insurance 152,331 77,846 106,522 140,509 477,208 79,540 6,228 6,228 91,996 569,204
Professional services 165,936 111,142 15,185 1,029,448 1,321,711 634,787 162,510 52,981 850,278 2,171,989
Animals, plants and food 696,774 - 15,461 - 712,235 - - - - 712,235
Printing and postage 49,649 1,696 30,708 101 82,154 13,490 25,074 3,680 42,244 124,398
Supplies and materials 664,497 208,274 483,026 230,055 1,585,852 98,024 22,557 24,835 145,416 1,731,268
Travel and professional development 164,113 15,292 42,345 42,449 264,199 272,924 30,189 46,260 349,373 613,572
Other expenses 126,184 - 3,156 63,293 192,633 713,991 - - 713,991 906,624
Depreciation 703,323 69,757 499,152 1,181,509 2,453,741 11,121 - - 11,121 2,464,862
Total operating
expenses $ 10,147,209 $ 2,887,833 $ 5521445 $ 6,261,080 $ 24,817,567 $ 4370583 $ 1165721 $ 1,568,356 $ 7,104,660 $ 31,922,227

See notes to consolidated financial statements.



The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statement of Functional Expenses
Year Ended September 30, 2022

Program Services Support Services
Executive,
Animal Care, Total Finance and Development Total
Health and Education Life Support Guest Program Human and Marketing Support
Conservation and Learning and Facilities Services Services Resources Membership and Sales Services Total

Operating expenses:
Salaries and benefits $ 5247358 $ 1,747,362 $ 1,681,462 $ 2,398,395 $ 11,074,577 $ 2032170 $ 743,236 $ 269,923 $ 3,045329 $ 14,119,906
Advertising and promotions 13,000 - - 141,492 154,492 18,101 40,637 1,235,874 1,294,612 1,449,104
Occupancy related 577,507 92,893 2,053,000 508,145 3,231,545 46,049 32,234 32,234 110,517 3,342,062
Insurance 183,451 78,813 104,334 136,153 502,751 44,127 6,305 6,305 56,737 559,488
Professional services 233,155 74,225 49,915 1,196,477 1,653,772 561,765 198,427 54,599 814,791 2,368,563
Animals, plants and food 541,912 - 12,668 - 554,580 - - - - 554,580
Printing and postage 60,012 3,387 68,788 322 132,509 11,046 49,706 4,945 65,697 198,206
Supplies and materials 713,286 125,864 306,901 196,911 1,342,962 69,919 9,180 31,183 110,282 1,453,244
Travel and professional development 114,839 6,960 29,367 28,405 179,571 190,631 17,366 47,972 255,969 435,540
Other expenses 132,968 - 1,207 43,502 177,677 635,645 610 - 636,255 813,932
Depreciation 600,850 71,303 418,171 978,578 2,068,902 773 541 11,662 12,976 2,081,878

Total operating

expenses 8,418,338 2,200,807 4,725,813 5,628,380 20,973,338 3,610,226 1,098,242 1,694,697 6,403,165 27,376,503
Interest expense 3,313 1,103 1,061 1,514 6,991 1,283 469 170 1,922 8,913
Contract termination fee - - - 665,000 665,000 - - - - 665,000
Total expenses $ 8421651 § 2201910 $ 4,726874 $ 6,294894 $ 21,645,329 $ 3611509 $ 1098711 $ 1694867 $ 6,405,087 $ 28,050,416

See notes to consolidated financial statements.



The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Consolidated Statements of Cash Flows
Years Ended September 30, 2022 and 2023

2023 2022
Cash flows from operating activities:
Change in net assets 9,128,534 $ 7,359,892
Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash provided by operating activities:
Depreciation 2,464,862 2,081,878
Gain on disposal of capital assets - (7,700)
Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness - (2,005,753)
Provision for uncollectible receivables - (1,569)
Write-off of uncollectible receivables 800 1,569
Contributions received for long-term purposes (4,582,128) (1,296,441)
Change in value of beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation (16,752) 21,205
Unrealized (gain) loss on investments (339,882) 179,030
Changes in operating assets and liabilities:
Accounts receivable (249,909) (423,164)
Grants receivable 887,399 (140,881)
Contributions receivable (1,998,871) (859,071)
Other current assets (111,458) (2,572)
ROU lease assets—operating 52,128 -
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 5,534 (162,666)
Lease liabilities—operating (53,703) -
Deferred revenue (230,520) (1,864,494)
Net cash provided by operating activities 4,956,034 2,879,263
Cash flows from investing activities:
Proceeds from sale of capital assets - 7,700
Purchase of capital assets (7,968,781) (2,171,809)
Net cash used in investing activities (7,968,781) (2,164,109)
Cash flows from financing activities:
Cash received from contributions for long-term purposes 4,277,039 489,920
Net cash provided by financing activities 4,277,039 489,920
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents 1,264,292 1,205,074
Cash and cash equivalents:
Beginning 16,619,274 15,414,200
Ending 17,883,566 $ 16,619,274
Supplemental schedules of noncash investing and financing activities:
Paycheck Protection Program principal and loan interest forgiven - $ 2,005,753
Purchases of capital assets included in accounts payable and accrued expenses 698,653  $ 271,089
Grants received for long-term purposes in grants receivable 278334 § 772,096
Contributions of nonfinancial capital assets 26,755 $ 34,425
Supplemental disclosures of cash flow information:
Operating lease ROU assets obtained and lease liabilities incurred
as a result of adoption of Accounting Standards Codification (ASC) 842:
ROU lease assets—operating 365,586 $ -
Lease liabilities—operating 365,586 $ -
Cash paid for operating leases 67,017 $ -

See notes to consolidated financial statements.




The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies

Nature of activities: The Florida Aquarium, Inc. was incorporated on December 12, 1986, in the state of
Florida, as a nonprofit organization. The construction of an aquarium (the Facility) was completed and
opened to the public in March 1995. In October 1996, The Florida Aquarium, Inc. sold the Facility and
related assets to the city of Tampa, Florida (the City), and entered into an agreement with the City for
management of the Facility (the Management Agreement). That Management Agreement expired on
September 30, 2009. A new 30-year (with two automatic 10-year extensions) Lease and Operating
Agreement (the Operating Agreement) was executed and became effective on October 1, 2009. The
Operating Agreement defines the rights and obligations of the City and The Florida Aquarium, Inc.
management. The Florida Aquarium, Inc.’s vision is to be Florida’s leading conservation-based aquarium.
It is committed to saving marine wildlife. It pursues this purpose by connecting people to marine life
through an inspiring visit, bringing people together to learn how to protect it, and fighting to save it with
impactful conservation actions.

The Florida Aquarium Foundation, Inc. (the Foundation) was incorporated on October 10, 1996, in the
state of Florida, as a nonprofit organization. The Foundation was created to solicit and receive
contributions or other support to be disbursed and used for charitable, educational and specific purposes,
including the making of distributions for such purposes to organizations that qualify as exempt
organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) of 1986, as amended. Unless
otherwise determined by the Foundation’s Board of Directors, the recipient of such distributions shall be
the Florida Aquarium, Inc.

A summary of The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and the Foundation’s significant accounting policies follows:

Principles of consolidation: The accompanying consolidated financial statements include the accounts
for The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and the Foundation (collectively, the Aquarium). As the Foundation’s Board
of Directors are required to be appointed and elected by The Florida Aquarium, Inc.’s Board of Directors,
and the purpose of the Foundation is to support The Florida Aquarium, Inc., a controlling financial interest
exists, and the financial activities of The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and the Foundation have been
consolidated. All significant intercompany balances and transactions have been eliminated in
consolidation.

Basis of presentation: A nonprofit organization is required to report information regarding its financial
position and activities in accordance to two classes of net assets: without donor restrictions and with
donor restrictions. Accordingly, net assets of the Aquarium and changes therein are classified and
reported as follows:

Net assets without donor restrictions: Contributions and other inflows of assets that are not subject to
donor-imposed stipulations but may be designated for specific purposes by action of the Board of
Directors (Board). Net assets without donor restrictions include expendable funds available to support
operations as well as net assets invested in property and equipment.

Net assets with donor restrictions: Contributions and other inflows of assets subject to donor-imposed
stipulations that may or will be met by actions of the Aquarium or the passage of time or are permanently
maintained by the Aquarium. When a donor restriction expires, that is, when a stipulated time restriction
ends or purpose restriction is accomplished, net assets with donor restrictions are released to net assets
without donor restrictions and reported in the accompanying consolidated statements of activities as net
assets released from restrictions. Gifts of long-lived assets with explicit restrictions that specify how the
assets are to be used and gifts of cash or other assets that must be used to acquire long-lived assets are
reported as restricted support. Absent explicit donor stipulations about how those long-lived assets must
be maintained, the Aquarium reports expirations of donor restrictions when the donated or acquired long-
lived assets are placed in service.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Operating activities: The consolidated statements of activities include a subtotal for operating income.
Items not considered operating activities represent interest expense, gain on disposal of capital assets,
change in value of beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation, investment return, net,
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan forgiveness, and contract termination fee.

Use of estimates: The preparation of consolidated financial statements in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the
reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of
the consolidated financial statements and the reported amounts of revenue and expenses during the
reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.

Fair value measurements: The Aquarium measures investments and the beneficial interest in assets
held by Community Foundation at fair value on a recurring basis. The Aquarium follows accounting
guidance which defines fair value and specifies a hierarchy of valuation techniques used to measure fair
value. The disclosure of fair value estimates is based on whether the significant inputs into the valuation
are observable. In determining the level of hierarchy in which the estimate is disclosed, the highest
priority is given to unadjusted quoted prices in active markets and the lowest priority to unobservable
inputs.

Level 1: Unadjusted quoted market prices for identical assets or liabilities in active markets which are
accessible by the Aquarium.

Level 2: Observable prices in active markets for similar assets or liabilities. Prices for identical or similar
assets or liabilities in markets that are not active. Market inputs that are not directly observable
but are derived from or corroborated by observable market data.

Level 3: Unobservable inputs based on the Aquarium’s own judgment as to assumptions a market
participant would use, including inputs derived from extrapolation and interpolation that are not
corroborated by observable market data.

The Aquarium evaluates the various types of financial assets and liabilities to determine the appropriate
fair value hierarchy based upon trading activity and the observability of market inputs. The Aquarium
employs control processes to validate the reasonableness of the fair value estimates of its assets and
liabilities, including those estimates based on prices and quotes obtained from independent third-party
sources.

While the Aquarium believes its valuation methods are appropriate and consistent with other market
participants, the use of different methodologies and assumptions to determine the fair value of certain
financial instruments could result in a different estimate of fair value at the report date.

During the years ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, there were no changes in the Aquarium’s
valuation techniques that had, or are expected to have, a material impact on its consolidated statements
of financial position or activities.

Liquidity: Assets are presented in the accompanying consolidated financial statements according to their
nearness to cash and liabilities according to their nearness to maturity and resulting use of cash.

Cash and cash equivalents: Cash and cash equivalents include cash held in commercial checking
accounts and cash held in money market accounts with original maturities of three months or less.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Cash equivalents held for investment that are managed as part of the Aquarium’s investments are
reported within investments in the consolidated statements of financial position. Cash equivalents held for
investments are excluded from cash and cash equivalents in the consolidated statements of cash flows
as these funds are not used for operating needs.

Concentration of credit risk: The Aquarium maintains its cash balances at several financial institutions
which, at times, may exceed federally insured limits. The Aquarium monitors its exposure associated with
cash and cash equivalents and has not experienced any losses in such accounts.

Concentrations of credit risk with respect to receivables exist. Approximately 76% and 84% of gross
accounts receivable as of September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, were from three customers.
Approximately 74% and 71% of grants receivable as of September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively, were
from two grantors. As of September 30, 2023 and 2022, 67% and 100% of contributions receivable were
from three and two donors, respectively.

Investments: Investment purchases are recorded at cost, or if donated, at fair value on the date of
donation. Thereafter, investments are reported at their estimated fair values in the consolidated
statements of financial position. Investment income is reported in the consolidated statements of activities
and consists of interest and dividend income and realized and unrealized gains and losses, less external
investment expenses.

The Aquarium’s investment policy authorizes investments in U.S. government obligations and direct
obligations of U.S. government agencies, equities and short-term money markets composed of
certificates of deposit, money market funds and repurchase agreements. The policy specifically prohibits
investments in certain items such as derivatives, commodities, foreign securities listed solely outside the
United States of America, direct real estate or mortgages, and security loans.

The Aquarium invests in a professionally managed portfolio that contains common shares of publicly
traded companies, mutual funds and money market funds. Such investments are exposed to various risks
such as interest rate, market and credit.

Accounts receivable: Accounts receivable are stated at cost and does not bear interest. The Aquarium
maintains an allowance for doubtful accounts for estimated losses inherent in its accounts receivable
portfolio. In establishing the required allowance, management considers historical losses adjusted to take
into account current market conditions and the Aquarium’s customers’ financial condition, the amount of
receivables in dispute, and the current receivables aging and current payment patterns. The Aquarium
reviews its allowance for doubtful accounts monthly. Past due balances over 90 days and over a specified
amount are reviewed individually for collectability. Account balances are charged off against the
allowance after all means of collection have been exhausted and the potential for recovery is considered
remote. Management has set an allowance for $9,200 and $10,000 as of September 30, 2023 and 2022,
respectively.

Grants receivable: Grants receivable are stated less an allowance for doubtful accounts. Management’s
determination of an allowance is based on historical experience, knowledge of grantor and other
circumstances. Management believes grants receivable to be fully collectible as of September 30, 2023
and 2022.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Contributions receivable: Contributions receivable due in one year or less are reported at net realizable
value. Amounts due under contributions receivable over a period of more than one year at the date of
donation are reported at net present value using the market discount rate in effect at the date of the
unconditional promise to give. Receivables are stated less an allowance for doubtful accounts.
Management’s determination of an allowance is based on historical experience, knowledge of donor and
other circumstances. Management believes contributions receivable to be fully collectible as of
September 30, 2023 and 2022.

Beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation: In 2000, the Aquarium established an
endowment fund that is perpetual in nature (the Fund) and transferred funds to the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay (Community Foundation) and named itself as the beneficiary. The terms of the
fund agreements are considered reciprocal in nature and, therefore, the assets are recorded in the
consolidated statements of financial position of the Aquarium. The Aquarium granted variance power to
the Community Foundation, which allows the Community Foundation to modify any condition or restriction
on its distributions for any specified charitable purpose or to any specified organization if, in the sole
judgment of the Community Foundation’s Board of Directors, such restriction or condition becomes
unnecessary, incapable of fulfilment, or inconsistent with the charitable needs of the community. The
fund is held and invested by the Community Foundation for the Aquarium’s benefit and is reported at fair
value in the statements of financial position, with distributions and changes in fair value recognized in the
consolidated statements of activities.

Change in beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation that is restricted by the donor is
reported as an increase in net assets with donor restrictions. When the restriction expires, net assets with
donor restrictions are reclassified to net assets without donor restrictions.

Capital assets: Capital assets are stated at cost if purchased, or at estimated market value at date of
receipt if acquired by gift. Expenditures for capital assets in excess of $5,000 are capitalized.
Depreciation is calculated using the straight-line method over the estimated useful lives (three to five
years) of the respective assets.

Leasehold improvements are amortized over the shorter of their useful life or the lease term. Capital
assets acquired with governmental funds are considered to be owned by the Aquarium while used in the
program for which it was purchased or in future authorized programs; however, its disposition, as well as
the ownership of any proceeds therefrom, is subject to applicable regulations.

Construction in progress is not depreciated until placed in service.

Expenditure for renewals and improvements that significantly add to the productive capacity to extend the
useful life of the asset are capitalized. Expenditures for normal repairs and maintenance are expensed as
incurred. Upon retirement, sale or other disposition of property and equipment, the costs and
accumulated depreciation are eliminated from the accounts and any resulting gain or loss is included
within the consolidated statements of activities.

Impairment of long-lived assets: The Aquarium evaluates the recoverability of its capital assets
whenever adverse events and changes in the business climate indicate that the expected undiscounted
future cash flows from the related asset may be less than previously anticipated. If the net book value of
the related asset exceeds the undiscounted future cash flows of the asset, the carrying amount would be
reduced to the present value of its expected future cash flows and an impairment loss would be
recognized. Management believes no indication of impairment existed at September 30, 2023 and 2022.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Leases: The Aquarium determines if an arrangement is or contains a lease at inception, which is the date
on which the terms of the contract are agreed to, and the agreement creates enforceable rights and
obligations. Under Accounting Standards Codification (ASC) 842, Leases (Topic 842), a contract is or
contains a lease when: (1) explicitly or implicitly identified assets have been deployed in the contract and
(2) the customer obtains substantially all of the economic benefits from the use of that underlying asset
and directs how and for what purpose the asset is used during the term of the contract. The Aquarium
also considers whether its service arrangements include the right to control the use of an asset.

To reduce the burden of adoption and ongoing compliance with Topic 842, a number of practical
expedients and policy elections are available under the new guidance. The Aquarium elected the
package of practical expedients permitted under the transition guidance, which among other things, did
not require reassessment of whether contracts entered into prior to adoption are or contain leases, and
allowed carryforward of the historical lease classification for existing leases. The Aquarium elected to
adopt the hindsight practical expedient, and therefore measured the ROU lease asset and lease liability
using the remaining portion of the lease term at adoption on October 1, 2022.

The Aquarium made an accounting policy election under Topic 842 to not recognize ROU lease assets
and lease liabilities for leases with a term of 12 months or less, or for cancelable leases. Any renewal
options were evaluated to determine if it was reasonably certain they would be taken at the inception of
the lease. For all other leases, the Aquarium recognizes ROU lease assets and lease liabilities based on
the present value of lease payments over the lease term at the commencement date of the lease (or
October 1, 2022 for existing leases upon the adoption of Topic 842). The ROU lease assets also include
any initial directs costs incurred and lease payments made at or before the commencement date and are
reduced by any lease incentives.

Future lease payments may include fixed rent escalation clauses or payments that depend on an index
(such as the consumer price index). Subsequent changes to an index and other periodic market-rate
adjustments to base rent are recorded in variable lease expense in the period incurred. Payments for
terminating the lease are included in the lease payments only when it is probable they will be incurred.

The Aquarium’s leases may include a nonlease component representing additional services transferred to
the Aquarium, such as common area maintenance for real estate. The Aquarium made an accounting
policy election to account for each separate lease component and the nonlease components associated
with that lease component as a single lease component. Nonlease components that are variable in nature
are recorded in variable lease expense in the period incurred.

A lessee that is not a public business entity, such as the Aquarium, is permitted to use a risk-free discount
rate for its leases, determined using a period comparable with that of the lease term, as an accounting
policy election for all leases. In order to ease the accounting burden of determining incremental borrowing
rates under Topic 842, the Aquarium has made this accounting policy election for all leases. The risk-free
discount rates were obtained using U.S. Treasury securities as posted on the Federal Reserve website.
The Aquarium uses the implicit rate when readily determinable.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Revenue recognition: The Aquarium first determines if a transaction represents an exchange
transaction and, if so, accounts for the transaction in accordance with Financial Accounting Standards
Board (FASB) ASC 606, Revenue from Contracts with Customers (Topic 606), which provides a five-step
model for recognizing revenue from contracts with customers as follows:

e |dentify the contract with a customer.

¢ Identify the performance obligations in the contract.

o Determine the transaction price.

e Allocate the transaction price to the performance obligations in the contract.
¢ Recognize revenue when or as performance obligations are satisfied.

The Aquarium’s revenue streams under contracts with customers are composed of day-of admissions
and programs/events, ancillary services (gift shop, restaurant, parking) and memberships. A portfolio
approach to group contracts with similar characteristics is applied. For admissions, program/events and
ancillary services, the Aquarium has the ongoing performance obligation to provide access to the
building, exhibits, and events, and the obligation to provide the experience described. Revenue for
admissions is recognized at the point in time when the customer is admitted to the Facility, or upon
expiration of prepaid tickets (which are nonrefundable and nontransferable). Prepayments are recorded
as deferred revenue/contract liabilities when collected. Program revenue for enhanced visitor experiences
and events are recognized when the service is provided.

Memberships purchased include a performance obligation to provide various benefits over the
membership period, which is typically one year. The primary benefit included in all memberships is
unlimited admission during the term. Other benefits are considered immaterial (newsletters or member
events) or are tied to the admission (gift shop and restaurant discounts). Memberships are recorded as
deferred revenue/contract liabilities and recognized as membership revenue ratably over the membership
period.

Revenue recognized from gift shop and restaurant sales relate to sales of products or services for which
the Aquarium receives revenue based on a contractually defined commission structure.

In May 2022, the Aquarium outsourced its parking operation to the City under a contract where revenues

received by the Aquarium are net of costs incurred by the City up to a base amount. Revenues earned
over that base amount are then split based on a negotiated percentage.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Receivables and deferred revenues for revenue streams under contracts with customers are as follows
as of September 30, 2023, 2022 and 2021:

2023 2022 2021
Receivables:
Admissions $ 151,740 $ 101,742  $ 105,189
Gift shop sales, net 90,865 91,711 81,486
Restaurant sales, net 296,447 271,588 75,707
Parking revenue 329,769 222,558 -
Community programs revenue 5,075 1,641 644
Miscellaneous revenue 73,441 9,788 12,838
Less allowance for doubtful accounts (9,200) (10,000) (10,000)
Total receivables $ 938,137  $ 689,028 $ 265,864
Deferred revenue:
Admissions $ 432,012 $ 759,535 $ 769,767
Membership revenue 1,613,529 1,551,075 1,245,206
Restaurant sales, net - - 2,168,072
Community programs revenue 31,860 21,311 13,370
Miscellaneous 24,000 - -
Total deferred revenue $ 2101401 $ 2331921 $ 4,196,415

The Aquarium performs an evaluation at contract inception focused on whether a performance obligation
is satisfied over time or at a point in time. If a performance obligation meets certain specific criteria, the
related revenue is recognized over time as the customer consumes and receives the benefit of the
Aquarium’s services as they are performed. If certain criteria is not met, the revenue is recognized at a
point in time. The performance obligations for admissions, parking, community programs, and
miscellaneous revenues are satisfied at a point in time. The performance obligation for membership
revenue is satisfied over time (typically over one year). As the Aquarium is acting as an agent for gift shop
and restaurant sales, this revenue is shown net and recognized over time.

The revenue streams noted above do not include significant financing components as the performance
obligations are typically satisfied within a year of receipt of payment. Economic downturns can affect the
level of revenue for all the revenue streams or can have a positive impact on cash flows in good
economic times.

At September 30, 2021, deferred revenue also included the unamortized portion of a total of $4.7 million
originally received from the Aquarium’s restaurant concessionaire for improvements to the food service
operations, event center construction, outdoor catering spaces, and a 10-year contract extension. In
accordance with the contract terms, the amount was amortized on a straight-line basis over the term of
the contract. The contract was terminated in September 2022, resulting in the Aquarium refunding the
unamortized balance of $1,840,809 to the concessionaire. As a result of the contract termination, during
the year ended September 30, 2022, an additional $665,000 settlement fee was incurred and paid and is
included in other expenses in the accompanying consolidated statement of activities.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Public support: The Aquarium recognizes unconditional contributions when cash, securities, promises to
give or other assets; or notification of a beneficial interest, is received. Unconditional contributions that
are restricted by the donor are reported as an increase in net assets without donor restrictions if the
restriction expires in the reporting period in which the contribution is recognized. All other donor restricted
contributions are reported as an increase in net assets with donor restrictions, depending on the nature of
restriction.

Conditional contributions are those contributions that certain donor-imposed rights of refund/return and
barriers (performance obligations and/or controlling stipulations). Conditional contributions are recorded
as revenue when conditions are satisfied. Conditional contributions received in advance of satisfying
conditions are recorded as refundable advances. If a conditional contribution with donor restrictions
becomes unconditional in the same period that the donor restrictions are satisfied, it is reported as an
increase in net assets without donor restrictions.

A portion of the Aquarium’s non-exchange revenue is derived from cost-reimbursable contracts and
grants, which are conditional upon certain performance requirements and/or the incurrence of allowable
qualifying expenditures (i.e., contain meaningful barriers and rights of return). Amounts received are
recognized as revenue when the Aquarium has provided certain services and incurred expenditures in
compliance with specific contract or grant provisions. Cash received in excess of revenue recognized is
recorded as refundable advances. There were no refundable advances at September 30, 2023 and 2022.

Donated materials and services: Donated materials are reflected in the accompanying consolidated
financial statements at their estimated fair market value at date of receipt. Donations of services are
recorded as support at their estimated fair value if the services require specialized skills, are provided by
individuals possessing those skills and would typically need to be purchased if not provided by donation.
The Aquarium estimates the fair value on the basis of estimates of wholesale values that would be
received from selling similar products, renting similar spaces, or acquiring similar services in the United
States in line with FASB Topic 820, Fair Value Measurement. The Aquarium utilizes donated materials for
their mission and does not monetize or sell the goods.

During the year ended September 30, 2023, contributed nonfinancial assets consist of security camera
equipment valued at $26,755 used for operations. These assets do not contain donor-imposed
restrictions.

During the year ended September 30, 2022, contributed nonfinancial assets consist of a cold laser valued
at $22,000 used for veterinary care, and $12,425 towards the purchase of five golf carts used in daily
operations. Both items do not contain donor-imposed restrictions.

Community members volunteer in all areas of Aquarium operations. The Aquarium has over 500 active
volunteers who contributed 45,613 and 37,373 hours of service for fiscal years 2023 and 2022,
respectively. A dollar valuation of this effort is not reflected in the consolidated financial statements given
the nature of the services contributed.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Functional allocation of expenses: The Aquarium tracks expenses by natural classification (salaries,
utilities, etc.), department (animal care, health, and conservation, etc.), and program, if applicable, as part
of normal operations. Directly identifiable expenses are charged to program and support services.
Expenses related to more than one function are allocated to program and support services based on
various factors determined by management, including number of staff in each department, time charged
to the function, and use of capital assets. The Aquarium’s program services are classified within the
following: animal care, health and conservation (husbandry, conservation, veterinary care, dive
operations, water quality and horticulture); education and learning (instructors, exhibit educators,
community programs and reservations); life support and facilities (including graphics and exhibits); and
guest services (admissions, reception, Eco tour boat, parking, safety and security and environmental
services). The Aquarium’s support services include the executive, finance and human resources functions
(including volunteer services); marketing and sales functions; and development and membership
(responsible for all fundraising activities).

Advertising: Advertising costs are expensed as incurred.

Income taxes: The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Foundation are recognized by the Internal Revenue
Service as tax-exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRC. Income earned in furtherance of
these entities’ tax-exempt purposes is exempt from federal and state income taxes. As such, no provision
for income tax expense has been made in the accompanying consolidated financial statements.

The Aquarium follows the accounting standard on accounting for uncertainty in income taxes.
Management assessed whether there were any uncertain tax positions which may give rise to income tax
liabilities and determined that there were no such matters requiring recognition in the accompanying
consolidated financial statements. Generally, the Aquarium is no longer subject to U.S. federal or state
income tax examinations by tax authorities for three years from the filing date of the respective returns.

Recently adopted accounting pronouncement: In February 2016, the FASB issued Accounting
Standards Update (ASU) 2016-02, Leases, which sets out the principles for the recognition,
measurement, presentation and disclosure of leases for both parties to a contract (i.e., lessees and
lessors). The new standard requires lessees to apply a dual approach, classifying leases as either
finance or operating leases based on the principle of whether or not the lease is effectively a financed
purchase by the lessee. This classification determines whether lease expense is recognized based on an
effective interest method or on a straight-line basis over the term of the lease, respectively. A lessee is
also required to record a right-of-use (ROU) asset and a lease liability for all leases with a term of greater
than 12 months regardless of their classification. Leases with a term of 12 months or less are accounted
for similar to existing guidance for operating leases. The new standard requires lessors to account for
leases using an approach that is substantially equivalent to existing guidance for sales type leases, direct
financing leases and operating leases. The Aquarium adopted ASU 2016-02 on October 1, 2022, using
the optional transition method to the modified retrospective approach. Under this transition provision,
results for the reporting periods beginning on October 1, 2022, are presented under Topic 842, while prior
period amounts continue to be reported and disclosed in accordance with the Aquarium’s historical
accounting treatment under ASC Topic 840, Leases. Adoption of Topic 842 resulted in the recording of
ROU assets and lease liabilities related to the Aquarium’s operating leases of $365,586 as of October 1,
2022. The adoption of the new lease standard did not materially impact the consolidated change in net
assets or consolidated cash flows and did not result in a cumulative-effect adjustment to the opening
balance of net assets.
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Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 1. Nature of Activities and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)

Pending accounting pronouncements: In June 2016, the FASB issued ASU 2016-13, Financial
Instruments—Credit Losses (Topic 326): Measurement of Credit Losses on Financial Instruments. ASU
2016-13 amends guidance on reporting credit losses for assets held at amortized cost basis and available
for sale debt securities. For assets held at amortized cost basis, ASU 2016-13 eliminates the probable
initial recognition threshold in current U.S. GAAP and, instead, requires an entity to reflect its current
estimate of all expected credit losses. The allowance for credit losses is a valuation account that is
deducted from the amortized cost basis of the financial assets to present the net amount expected to be
collected. This ASU affects entities holding financial assets and net investment in leases that are not
accounted for at fair value through changes in net assets. The amendments affect loans, debt securities,
trade receivables, net investments in leases, off balance sheet credit exposures, reinsurance receivables
and any other financial assets not excluded from the scope that have the contractual right to receive
cash. The amendments in ASU 2016-13 are effective for the Aquarium’s fiscal year 2024. The Aquarium
is currently evaluating the impact this ASU will have on its consolidated financial statements.

Subsequent events: The Aquarium has evaluated subsequent events through January 31, 2024, the
date on which the consolidated financial statements were available to be issued.

Note 2. Fair Value Measurements

The following tables summarize major categories of the Aquarium’s assets measured at fair value on a
recurring basis at September 30, 2023 and 2022:

Fair Value Measurements at Reporting Date Using

Quoted Prices Significant
in Active Other Significant
Markets for Observable Unobservable
Identical Assets Inputs Inputs
2023 (Level 1) (Level 2) (Level 3)
Assets:
Recurring:
Vanguard 500 Index
mutual fund $ 1219058 § 1,219,058 § - $ -
Money market funds 5,134,958 5,134,958 - -
Cash equivalents held
for investment 97,850 97,850 - -
Equities 6,160 6,160 - -
Total investments 6,458,026 6,458,026 - -
Beneficial interest in assets
held by Community
Foundation 142,060 - - 142,060
Total assets $ 6,600,086 $ 6,458,026 $ - $ 142,060
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Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 2. Fair Value Measurements (Continued)

Fair Value Measurements at Reporting Date Using

Quoted Prices Significant

in Active Other Significant
Markets for Observable Unobservable
Identical Assets Inputs Inputs
2022 (Level 1) (Level 2) (Level 3)
Assets:
Recurring:
Vanguard 500 Index
mutual fund $ 1002794 $ 1,002,794 $ - $ -
Money market funds 5,010,723 5,010,723 - -
Cash equivalents held
for investment 97,458 97,458 - -
Equities 7,169 7,169 - -
Total investments 6,118,144 6,118,144 - -
Beneficial interest in assets
held by Community
Foundation 125,308 - - 125,308
Total assets $ 6243452 $ 6,118,144 § - $ 125,308

There were no liabilities measured at fair value on a recurring basis at September 30, 2023 and 2022.
Level 1 investments are classified as such due to their closeness to cash or being valued based on
quoted market prices.

The beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation is managed by an independent third-
party trustee, and the Aquarium has no authority over investment decisions. Thus, the assets are
classified as Level 3 within the fair value hierarchy level.

There were no transfers into or out of Level 3 investments and no issues or purchases of Level 3
investments for the years ending September 30, 2023 and 2022.

Note 3. Contributions Receivable

Contributions receivable at September 30, 2023 and 2022, are as follows:

2023 2022
Due in:
Less than one year $ 1376683 $ 220,000
One to five years 1,712,967 660,000
3,089,650 880,000
Less discount (.82% to 5.50%) (231,708) (20,929)
Contributions receivable, net $ 2857942 § 859,071
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Note 4. Capital Assets
Capital assets at September 30, 2023 and 2022, are as follows:

Estimated
Useful Lives
2023 2022 (in Years)
Furniture and equipment $ 2,761,046 $ 2,874,386 3-5
Eco tour boat 1,245,796 1,245,796 3-5
Vehicles 429,377 429,377 3-5
Leasehold improvements 34,362,358 28,847,052 Shorter of useful
life or lease term
Construction in progress 4,320,142 1,215,147
43,118,719 34,611,758
Less accumulated depreciation (16,618,196) (14,340,562)
Capital assets, net $ 26,500,523 $ 20,271,196

As per the Operating Agreement through September 30, 2039, the Aquarium is leasing the Facility from
the City for $10 per year for a period of 30 years unless sooner terminated, and provides further that the
lease shall automatically be renewed for two successive 10-year terms unless any party gives the other
party 180 days’ notice of termination of the lease agreement prior to the expiration of any term.

Note 5. Line of Credit

To ensure cash liquidity and financial stability during challenging economic conditions or uncertain
events, the Aquarium secured a $5 million revolving line of credit with a financial institution on August 26,
2020, for a three-year term. The line of credit was renewed on June 29, 2023 for an additional two years,
now expiring on August 26, 2025. Variable interest at a rate of one-month CME Term SOFR plus 1.75%,
with a rate floor of 3.50% is payable monthly on any outstanding advance. All outstanding principal is
payable at maturity. As of September 30, 2023 and 2022, no advances have been requested or
disbursed.

Note 6. Leases

The Aquarium leases various office equipment and heavy machinery under operating lease agreements
which expire through 2027. There is also a 40-year operating lease on small parcels of land within the
footprint of the Facility, expiring in 2052. Some leases include one or more options to renew, generally at
the Aquarium’s sole discretion. In addition, certain leases contain termination options where the rights to
terminate are held by either the Aquarium, the lessor or both parties. These options to extend or
terminate a lease are included in the lease terms when it is reasonably certain that Aquarium will exercise
that option. The Aquarium’s operating leases generally do not contain any material restrictive covenants
or residual value guarantees.
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Note 6. Leases (Continued)

Operating lease cost is recognized on a straight-line basis over the lease term. The components of lease
expense are as follows for the year ended September 30, 2023:

Operating lease cost $ 67,492
Variable lease expense -
Short-term lease expense -

Total lease expense 3 67,492

Supplemental consolidated statement of financial position information related to leases is as follows as of
September 30, 2023:

Weighted-average remaining lease term (years) 15.63
Weighted-average discount rate (%) 3.91%

The table below summarizes the Aquarium’s scheduled future minimum lease payments for the years
ending after September 30, 2023:

Operating
Leases
Years ending September 30:
2024 $ 65,780
2025 57,236
2026 52,964
2027 24 577
2028 8,821
Thereafter 206,557
Total lease payments 415,935
Less imputed interest (104,052)
Total present value of operating lease liability $ 311,883

Future minimum lease commitments, as determined under Topic 840, for all noncancellable operating
leases are as follows as of September 30, 2022:

Years ending September 30:

2023 $ 315,360
2024 65,360
2025 56,816
2026 52,544
2027 24,157
Thereafter 205,824

$ 720,061
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Note 7. Commitments and Contingencies

Construction commitments: Outstanding construction commitments totaled approximately $3.6 million
as of September 30, 2023, and consisted of various projects including the Coral Care Complex Center,
Sea Change capital expansion project, and other renovation initiatives.

Grant funding: The Aquarium routinely enters into grant agreements and contracts with governmental
agencies that provide for reimbursement of the eligible direct and indirect costs of providing certain of the
Aquarium’s program services. The grants and contracts are subject to audit or review and retroactive
adjustment based on a final determination by the grantor of eligible reimbursable expenditures. The effect
of such adjustments, if any, on the Aquarium’s consolidated financial statements cannot be determined at
this time, and no provision has been made for any such adjustment in the accompanying consolidated
financial statements.

Insurance claims: The Aquarium may be involved in certain claims arising from the ordinary course of
operations, and has purchased commercial insurance policies to cover these risks. In the opinion of the
Aquarium and legal counsel, the range of potential liabilities will not materially affect the financial position
of the Aquarium.

License and lease agreements: On August 3, 2016, the Aquarium entered into an operating license
agreement to install and operate a 4D theatre attraction with a third party (4D Contractor). The agreement
provided for the 4D Contractor to install equipment and provide licensed film property and services for the
4D attraction at a cost of $350,000 annually. The Aquarium operated the 4D attraction on a daily basis.
As a result of safety measures implemented to mitigate the effects of COVID-19, the 4D attraction did not
operate from March 2020 to December 2020, and opened under capacity-restricted limits in January
2021. An amendment to the agreement was executed in January 2021 to eliminate the fees during the
period of non-operation, and reduce the fees ratably due to the capacity restrictions. During the years
ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, the Aquarium incurred $250,000 each year, respectively. The
agreement ended on September 30, 2023.

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP): In prior years, the Aquarium received PPP loans that were
subsequently forgiven. The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has the ability to review the original
PPP loan applications and forgiveness applications for six years to assess compliance with the Federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Securities Act (CARES Act). Management believes the Aquarium
is in compliance with the CARES Act and does not anticipate repayment of any amounts forgiven.
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Note 8. Net Assets With Donor Restrictions
Net assets with donor restrictions were as follows at September 30, 2023 and 2022:

2023 2022
Donor restrictions for specified purposes and/or time:
Education programs $ 145325 $ 90,126
Animal care and conservation projects 35,443 38,490
General operating support 931,253 859,071
Leasehold improvements 1,926,689 105,000
Total donor restrictions for specified
purposes and/or time 3,038,710 1,092,687
Donor restrictions in perpetuity:
General endowment 200,447 200,447
Beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation 142,060 125,308
Total donor restrictions in perpetuity 342,507 325,755
Unappropriated endowment earnings 1,122,621 906,974
Net assets with donor restrictions $ 4503838 $ 2,325416

Net assets of $284,090 and $80,933 were released from donor restrictions for the following purposes
during the years ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively:

2023 2022
Education programs $ 70,600 $ 53,933
Animal care and conservation projects 38,490 27,000
General operating support 70,000 -
Leasehold improvements 105,000 -

$ 284,090 $ 80,933

Note 9. Endowments

FASB ASC Subtopic 958 205, Not for Profit Entities—Presentation of Financial Statements, provides
guidance on the net asset classification of donor restricted endowment funds for a nonprofit organization
that is subject to an enacted version of the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act
(UPMIFA). FASB ASC Subtopic 958 205 also requires enhanced disclosures about an organization’s
endowment funds, whether or not the organization is subject to an enacted version of UPMIFA. These
disclosures shall enable users of financial statements to understand the net asset classification, net asset
composition, changes in net asset composition, spending policy, and related investment policy of its
endowment funds (both donor-restricted and board designated).
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Note 9. Endowments (Continued)

Interpretation of relevant law: As of July 1, 2012, the Aquarium follows Florida UPMIFA. The
Aquarium’s management, in working with the Aquarium’s and Foundation’s Board of Directors, has
interpreted UPMIFA as requiring the preservation of the original endowment gift value on the gift date by
the donor, absent explicit donor stipulations to the contrary. As a result of this interpretation, the Aquarium
classifies as donor-restricted net assets in perpetuity: (a) the original value of gifts donated to the
endowment held in perpetuity, (b) the original value of subsequent gifts to the endowment held in
perpetuity, and (c) although not applicable prior to July 1, 2012, any future accumulations to the
endowment held in perpetuity that are made in accordance with the direction of the applicable donor gift
instrument at the time the accumulation is added to the fund.

In accordance with Florida UPMIFA, the Aquarium considers the following factors in making a
determination to appropriate or accumulate donor-restricted endowment funds:

e The duration and preservation of the fund

e The purposes of the Aquarium and the donor-restricted endowment fund

e General economic conditions

e The possible effect of inflation and deflation

e The expected total return from income and the appreciation of investments

e Other resources of the Aquarium

e The investment policies of the Aquarium

Fund deficiencies: Florida UPMIFA includes guidelines about what constitutes prudent spending.
Aquarium donors may place purpose restrictions on the use of the investment income or net appreciation
resulting from the donor-restricted endowment funds. If the fair value of assets associated with individual
donor-restricted endowment funds falls below the level that Florida UPMIFA requires the Aquarium to
retain as permanently restricted, these deficiencies are reported in net assets with donor restrictions.
These deficiencies can result from unfavorable market conditions and fluctuations. There were no such

deficiencies at September 30, 2023 or 2022.

Return objective and risk parameters: The investment objectives for the Aquarium are stated below in
order of importance:

a. Growth of capital—Emphasis on long-term growth of the investment assets. The returns should meet
or exceed appropriate benchmark indices while incurring less risk than such benchmarks/indices.

b. Preservation of purchasing power after spending—asset growth that exceeds spending plus inflation
over a three-year period.

c. The investment goal of the equity portfolio is that the annual return will match and/or exceed
appropriate performance benchmark(s) by investment style to the asset managers selected.
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Note 9. Endowments (Continued)

The Aquarium’s Board of Directors recognizes that risk (i.e., the uncertainty of future events), volatility
(i.e., the potential for variability of asset values), and the possibility of loss in purchasing power (due to
inflation and U.S. dollar depreciation) are present to some degree in all types of investment vehicles.
While high levels of risk are to be avoided, as evidenced by high volatility and low quality rated securities,
the assumption of risk is warranted and encouraged in order to allow the asset manager the opportunity
to achieve satisfactory long-term results consistent with the goals, objectives and character of the
Aquarium. All assets selected for the portfolio must have a readily ascertainable market value and must
be readily marketable.

Strategies employed for achieving objectives: To meet the needs of the Aquarium, the Aquarium’s
investment strategy emphasizes a total return strategy in which investment returns are achieved through
both capital appreciation (realized and unrealized) and current yield (interest and dividends) by following
the strategies outlined above.

Spending policy and how the investment objective relates to spending policy: The Aquarium’s
Board of Directors has adopted a spending policy that governs the annual distributions from the
endowment funds that may be expended for current operations of the Aquarium. This policy authorizes
the Aquarium to distribute from its endowment funds up to 5% of the value, excluding any illiquid
securities or assets, at the beginning of the Aquarium’s fiscal year in quarterly installments. No
distributions from the endowment investments have ever been made. All income earned has been
reinvested in endowment principal.

From time to time, certain donor-restricted endowment funds may have fair values less than the amount
required to be maintained by donors or by law (underwater endowments). The Aquarium has interpreted
Florida UPMIFA to permit spending from underwater endowments in accordance with prudent measures
by law. The Aquarium’s policy is to allow spending from underwater endowments.

Changes in endowment funds consist of the following for the years ended September 30, 2023 and 2022:

2023
Without Donor With Donor
Restrictions Restrictions Total
Total endowment funds at September 30, 2022 $ - $ 1,232,729 $ 1,232,729
Investment return, net - 215,647 215,647
Change in value of beneficial interests - 16,752 16,752
Total endowment funds at September 30, 2023 $ - $ 1465128 $ 1,465,128
2022
Without Donor With Donor
Restrictions Restrictions Total
Total endowment funds at September 30, 2021 $ - $ 1443666 $ 1,443,666
Investment loss, net - (189,732) (189,732)
Change in value of beneficial interests - (21,205) (21,205)
Total endowment funds at September 30, 2022 $ - $ 1,232,729 $ 1,232,729
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 10. Retirement Savings Plan

Effective January 1, 1994, a retirement savings plan was established pursuant to IRC Section 403(b).
Substantially all employees are eligible to participate in the plan. Contributions are made at the discretion
of the Board of Directors. Contributions totaling $49,767 and $43,409, included in the accompanying
consolidated statements of activities, were made for the years ended September 30, 2023 and 2022,
respectively.

Note 11. Related-Party Transactions
Contributions and grants for the years ended September 30, 2023 and 2022, include the following:

2023 2022
Board of Directors and trustees $ 651,295 $ 429,045
City of Tampa 437,400 1,133,523

$ 1088695 $ 1,562,568

Note 12.  Availability and Liquidity

Financial assets available for general expenditures that are without donor or other restrictions limiting
their use within one year of the consolidated statements of financial position date are comprised of the
following at September 30, 2023 and 2022:

2023 2022
Financial assets:
Cash and cash equivalents $ 17,883,566 $ 16,619,274
Investments 6,458,026 6,118,144
Accounts receivable, net 938,137 689,028
Grants receivable 538,557 1,147,622
Contributions receivable, net 2,857,942 859,071
Beneficial interest in assets held by Community Foundation 142,060 125,308
28,818,288 25,558,447
Less amounts unavailable for general
expenditures within one year due to:
Donor-imposed restrictions:
Restricted for specific purpose or time (3,038,710) (1,092,687)
Less expected time restriction release 440,000 220,000
Donor-restricted endowments (1,465,128) (1,232,729)
Financial assets available to meet cash needs for
general expenditures within one year $ 24754450 $§ 23,453,031
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Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements

Note 12.  Availability and Liquidity (Continued)

When establishing the business plan and annual budget each year, Aquarium management and the
Board of Directors evaluate financial assets available to meet general expenditures over the year with
predictable sources of earned revenue. These revenue sources are estimated from expected attendance
levels and ticket sales, annual membership sales, ancillary revenues from retail sales and food and
beverage commissions, other added value experiences based on historical capture rates on attendance,
and expected annual contributions through fundraising efforts. A balanced annual budget is required.
Cash flow is then carefully managed in accordance with the annual budget approved by the Board of
Directors, and financial assets are structured to be available as general expenditures, liabilities and other
obligations come due.

Note 13. Conditional Promises to Give From Grantors

The Aquarium has conditional promises to give from grantors of approximately $577,000 and $3.7 million
as of September 30, 2023 and 2022, respectively. Future payments or recognition of conditional promises
to give are contingent upon the Aquarium carrying out certain stipulations of the grant or contract.
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The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
Year Ended September 30, 2023

Federal Pass-Through Total
Assistance Entity Identifying Provided to Federal
Federal Grantor/Pass-Through Grantor/Program or Cluster Title Listing Number Number Subrecipients Expenditures
Research and Development Cluster:
U.S. Department of Defense:
Passed Through the University of Miami
Research and Technology Development 12.910 HR00112220041 - $ 172,783
Total U.S. Department of Defense - 172,783
U.S. Department of Commerce:
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Passed Through Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC)
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 11.022* NA19NMF0220003 - 150,434
Passed Through the University of Miami
Office for Coastal Management 11.473 NA19NOS4730148 - 45,298
Passed Through National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Coral Reef Conservation Program 11.482 NA22NMF4820207 - 20,593
Total U.S. Department of Commerce - 216,325
Total Research and Development Cluster - 389,108
U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Direct:
NOAA Mission-Related Education Awards 11.008 - 13,371
Passed Through FWC
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 11.022* NA19NMF0220003 - 2,439,081
Direct:
Habitat Conservation 11.463 96,603 292,451
Passed Through National Marine Sanctuary Foundation
Habitat Conservation 11.463 NA20NMF4630328 - 38,490
Total Habitat Conservation 96,603 330,941
Total U.S. Department of Commerce 96,603 2,783,393
Total expenditures of federal awards 96,603 $ 3,172,501

* Total for federal assistance listing number 11.022 equals $2,589,515

See notes to schedule of expenditures of federal awards.
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Notes to Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
Year Ended September 30, 2023

Note 1. Basis of Presentation

The accompanying consolidated schedule of expenditures of federal awards (the Schedule) includes the
federal award activity of The Florida Aquarium, Inc. under programs of the federal government for the
year ended September 30, 2023. The information in this Schedule is presented in accordance with the
requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements,
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Because the Schedule
presents only a selected portion of the operations of The Florida Aquarium, Inc., it is not intended to and
does not present the financial position, changes in net assets, or cash flows of The Florida Aquarium, Inc.

Note 2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. Such
expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the Uniform Guidance, wherein
certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to reimbursement.

Note 3. Indirect Cost Rate

The Florida Aquarium, Inc. has elected to use the 10% de minimis indirect cost rate allowed under the
Uniform Guidance.
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Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on
Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial Statements Performed
in Accordance With Government Auditing Standards

Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
The Florida Aquarium, Inc.

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States (Government Auditing Standards), the
consolidated financial statements of The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate (the Aquarium), which
comprise the Aquarium’s consolidated statement of financial position as of September 30, 2023, and the
related consolidated statements of activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the year then ended,
and the related notes to the consolidated financial statements (collectively, the financial statements), and
have issued our report thereon dated January 31, 2024.

Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Aquarium’s internal
control over financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements,
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Aquarium’s internal control.
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Aquarium’s internal control.

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a
combination of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material
misstatement of the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a
timely basis. A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control
that is less severe than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged
with governance.

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material
weaknesses or significant deficiencies may exist that were not identified.

THE POWER OF BEING UNDERSTOOD
AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING
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Report on Compliance and Other Matters

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Aquarium’s financial statements are free
from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws,
regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material
effect on the financial statements. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions
was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our
tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under
Government Auditing Standards.

Purpose of This Report

The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Aquarium’s
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with
Government Auditing Standards in considering the Aquarium’s internal control and compliance.
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose.

PSKH VS LLP

Tampa, Florida
January 31, 2024
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Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program and
Report on Internal Control Over Compliance
Required by the Uniform Guidance

Independent Auditor’s Report

Board of Directors
The Florida Aquarium, Inc.

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program

Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We have audited The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate’s (the Aquarium) compliance with the types of
compliance requirements identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could
have a direct and material effect on each of the Aquarium’s major federal programs for the year ended
September 30, 2023. The Aquarium’s major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor’s
results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs.

In our opinion, the Aquarium complied, in all material respects, with the compliance requirements referred
to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs for the year
ended September 30, 2023.

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America (GAAS); the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government
Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States (Government Auditing
Standards); and the audit requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform
Guidance). Our responsibilities under those standards and the Uniform Guidance are further described in
the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section of our report.

We are required to be independent of the Aquarium and to meet our other ethical responsibilities, in
accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we
have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on compliance for each
major federal program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of the Aquarium’s compliance
with the compliance requirements referred to above.

Responsibilities of Management for Compliance

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design,
implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of
laws, statutes, regulations, rules and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to the
Aquarium’s federal programs.

THE POWER OF BEING UNDERSTOOD
AUDIT | TAX | CONSULTING
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the
compliance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an
opinion on the Aquarium’s compliance based on our audit. Reasonable assurance is a high level of
assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect
material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detecting material noncompliance resulting from
fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Noncompliance with the compliance
requirements referred to above is considered material, if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually
or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user of the report on
compliance about the Aquarium’s compliance with the requirements of each major federal program as a
whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform
Guidance, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

¢ |dentify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and design
and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining, on a
test basis, evidence regarding the Aquarium’s compliance with the compliance requirements referred
to above and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances.

e Obtain an understanding of the Aquarium’s internal control over compliance relevant to the audit in
order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to test and report on
internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Aquarium’s internal control over compliance.
Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in
internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit.

Report on Internal Control Over Compliance

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a
federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal
program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in
internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over
compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material
weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged
with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify all
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant
deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit, we did not
identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses,
as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control over
compliance may exist that were not identified.
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Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal
control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our

testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the
Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose.

PSKH VS LLP

Tampa, Florida
January 31, 2024
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Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs
Year Ended September 30, 2023

Section I—Summary of Auditor’s Results

Financial Statements

Type of report the auditor issued on whether the financial
statements audited were prepared in accordance with

U.S. GAAP:

Internal control over financial reporting:
» Material weakness(es) identified?
+ Significant deficiency(ies) identified?

Noncompliance material to financial statements noted?

Federal Awards

Internal control over major federal programs:
» Material weakness(es) identified?
+ Significant deficiency(ies) identified?

Type of auditor’s report issued on compliance for
major federal programs:

Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be
reported in accordance with 2 CFR 200.516(a)?

Identification of major federal programs:

Assistance Listing Number(s):

11.022
12.910; 11.022; 11.473; 11.482

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A
and type B programs:

Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee?

Section Il—Financial Statement Findings

No matters were reported.

Unmodified

Yes X No

Yes X None Reported

Yes X No

Yes X No

Yes X None Reported
Unmodified

Yes X No

Name of Federal Program or Cluster:

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018
Research and Development Cluster

$750,000

X Yes No

Section lll—Federal Awards Findings and Questioned Costs

No matters were reported.



The Florida Aquarium, Inc. and Affiliate

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings
Year Ended September 30, 2023

The prior year single audit disclosed no findings in the Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs and no
uncorrected or unresolved findings exist from the prior audit's Summary of Prior Audit Findings.
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